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') ARMED FORCES DAY 2021

Special Supplement

Armed Forces in the Liberation War
The glorious Liberation War was fought under the dynamic leadership of the Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. During the Liberation War of
1971 the Bangalee military personnel along with the general people responded to the
clarion call by Bangabandhu and fought tooth and nail to liberate the country from the
Pakistani occupation forces.

ARMY: The Liberation War of 1971 is a glorious episode in the history of
Bangladesh. Many Bangalee soldiers of the then Pakistan Army fought valiantly
along with the people of all walks of life against the occupation forces of Pakistan
during this great Liberation War. The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman called upon the people of East Pakistan to start upsurge for
liberation before he was captured by the Pakistan occupation force. In response to the
clarion call of the unparalleled leader and Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Bangalee soldiers along with the general people joined the
Liberation War of Bangladesh. Colonel (later General) M. A. G. Osmani (Retd) was
appointed as the Chief of Staff by the Provisional Government of Mujib Nagar in
1971. The whole country was divided into eleven sectors for the successful conduct
of the Liberation War. In addition to this, Directorate of Medical Services was
introduced. The participation of common people in the war, along with the unified
and planned attack of newly established Bangladesh Army, added a new momentum
to the Liberation War. Undaunted soldiers of Bangladesh Army achieved the victory
over Pakistan Army well through invincible operations in different parts of the
country during the nine months’ long bloody war. 1460 Army personnel including 55
officers laid down their lives for the independence of Bangladesh.

NAVY: Bangladesh Navy officially started its journey through the glorious
Liberation War in 1971, during which a naval commando was formed with some
valiant Bangalee submariners, some sailors and volunteers. Naval commandos
carried out attacks nicknamed ‘Operation Jackpot’ on merchant ships with Limpet
Mines in Chattogram and Chalna (Mongla) maritime ports and other important river
ports and successfully destroyed 26 ships of the enemy. Due to this, Chattogram and
Mongla ports came to a standstill literally. Besides two naval ships ‘PADMA’ and
‘PALASH’ with 49 courageous Bangalee sailors were deployed in the river Pasur in
Khulna. These ships carried out mining in Zulfiquar Channel in November 1971. This
led to the complete closure of the channel by destroying four merchant ships and one
Pakistan Patrol Craft. This attack of Naval Forces prevented the reaching of external
supplies to the occupation army and got them disheartened which accelerated victory
in the Liberation War.

AIR FORCE: Responding to the call of the greatest Bangalee of all time Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the fearless Officers and Airmen
of Air Force along with the people from all walks of life actively took part in the great
Liberation War. The officers of Air Force successfully performed the responsibilities
of Deputy Chief of Staff and Sector Commanders. During dreadful days of the blood
shedding Liberation War, the necessity of Air Force was seriously felt. Bangladesh
Air Force started its indomitable journey with one Otter aircraft, one Dakota aircraft
and one Alouette Helicopter and some Bangalee pilots and airmen of the then
Pakistan Air Force and civil aviators at Dimapur in India on 28 September 1971
named ‘Kilo Flight’. ‘Kilo Flight’ began its maiden operational flight at midnight of
03 December 1971 through successful air attacks on the Chattogram Eastern Refinery
and fuel depot at Godnail, Narayanganj. These successful operations added a new
dimension in the Liberation War of Bangladesh. BAF conducted fifty successful air
attacks at Pakistan targets on the eve of the Liberation War. ‘Kilo Flight’ contributed
a significant role for expediting the victory. As a recognition for their outstanding
contribution in our Liberation War, one member from Bangladesh Air Force was
awarded with ‘Bir Sreshtho’, six were awarded with ‘Bir Uttam’, one was awarded
with ‘Bir Bikrom’ and fifteen were awarded with ‘Bir Protik’ gallantry award. The
contribution of Bangladesh Air Force during our Liberation War will act as an eternal
inspiration for us.
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Bangladesh Army

21st November bears a special significance in the history of Bangladesh. The day is associated with patriotism,
solidarity and supreme sacrifice. Responding to the call of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
on this day in 1971, the valiant members of Army, Navy and Air Force, along with the common people of Bangladesh
launched a combined effort against the Pakistani occupation forces from land, sea and air. The combined effort accelerated
our final victory of 16 December 1971. On this very auspicious day, I express my gratitude to those who made it possible,
and to the present members of Bangladesh Armed Forces who bear the indomitable spirit of our Liberation War in their
hearts. The year 2021 is a significant year for us. We are simultaneously celebrating the golden jubilee of our independence
and the birth centenary of our Father of the Nation, the greatest Bangalee of all time, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
On this auspicious occasion, I would like to pay my deepest homage to Bangabndhu, the greatest leader of all time, and the
chief architect of our liberation movement and the beacon of our independence. We are proud that Bangabandhu’s dream of
a ‘Sonar Bangla’ is now a reality, and Bangladesh stands tall as a proud nation in the world. This bears testimony to the fact
that if we are true patriots, we can achieve anything. Our achievement of the last 50 years are astounding, and in reality, a
true reflection of the spirit of our great Liberation War.

We achieved the red and green flag, our highest pride, by sacrificing millions of invaluable lives. Every year, the
Armed Forces Day reminds us of those inspiring stories of selfless sacrifices. On this special day, I pay my most profound
homage to our greatest heroes who made supreme sacrifices for our independence. My special tribute to the valiant members
of Bangladesh Army who sacrificed their lives during and after the Liberation War for safeguarding the sovereignty and
integrity of our motherland. I pray to Almighty Allah for the salvation of their departed souls and convey my heartfelt
gratitude and sympathy to the members of all the bereaved families. Today, Bangladesh Armed Forces is a professional,
disciplined and exemplary organization. The Armed Forces is a symbol of strength, unity and pride for our nation. I thank
the Honourable Prime Minister Shiekh Hasina for her relentless efforts, vision and wisdom to transform the Armed Forces
into a capable and modern force. To implement the ‘National Defence Policy-2018” and ‘Forces Goal-2030°, modern
MBT-2000 and VT-5 tanks, long-range surface-to-surface fire delivery systems, Oerlikon air defence gun systems,
automatic grenade launchers, anti-tank guided weapon systems, portable air defence systems, ground surveillance radars,
armoured personnel carriers, light armoured vehicles, mine resistant vehicles, modern communication devices and systems,
etc. have been added to our inventory. By adding various types of vessels, counter IED devices, and plant vehicles, our
combat engineering capabilities have been exponentially increased. For the first time, we have added electronic warfare
equipment and various other long range communication platforms to increase our combat potential. Bangladesh Army
Aviation has added new helicopters and fixed wing assets to increase our operational reach and combat support potential in
the country and even aboard. All these have been possible because of the Honourable Prime Minister’s pledge to modernize
the Army to meet national objectives set in our Forces Goal-2030.

Besides safeguarding the independence and sovereignty of the country, members of the Armed Forces are
performing a wide variety of responsibilities including disaster management, nation-building and assisting distressed
people. Bangladesh Army in particular was, and still is heavily involved in various national responsibilities like voter ID
project, construction of mega development projects, E-passport, underpass and infrastructure development, maintaining
peace in Chattogram Hill Tracts, and many other large scale socio-economic projects. Beyond our borders, our Armed
Forces personnel are risking their lives every day to promote and sustain peace in distant lands. Today, our National Flag
flies high in the international arena because of their selfless sacrifices. Through our relentless dedication and
professionalism, we have acquired our position as the top troops contributing nation in the United Nations which is a great
accomplishment for us.

On this auspicious occasion, I would like to thank the people of Bangladesh for their trust and faith in the men and
women in uniform. We acknowledge the contribution for our citizenry for their continued support in maintaining our proud
Armed Forces. I would also like to thank the Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her inspiration and patronage in
developing our Armed Forces as a credible and modern force imbibed with patriotism. I am sure that we, the members of
the Armed Forces, shall remain as a symbol of sovereignty and freedom till our last drop of blood. I solicit the divine
blessings for the continued progress and prosperity of Bangladesh Armed Forces. Long live Bangladesh.

-

S M SHAFIUDDIN AHMED
General

Bangladesh Navy

In the history of the emergence of independent Bangladesh, 21
November is marked as a great victory ballad of the patriotism and self-sacrifice
of the Armed Forces. Being in resonance with the clarion call of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, the vibrant soldiers of the
Army, Navy and Air Force, on this day in 1971, launched irresistible armed
attacks against the Pakistani aggressors on water, land and air. In just 25 days,
with the dauntless combined collateral movement of the heroic fighters of the
Armed Forces, the long-cherished and adored victory of the Bangalees, the great
freedom was achieved. On this luminous golden jubilee of the independence and
the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation, I humbly pay my respect and
homage to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the greatest Bangalee of all
time, the four great national leaders and the self-sacrificing martyrs who gave us
ared and green flag.

21 November enkindles self-confidence, brotherhood and patriotism in
the heart of all members of the Armed Forces. The Bangladesh Navy has been
relentlessly serving as the vigilant force of the seas to protect the independence
and sovereignty of our beloved motherland. To establish ‘Sonar Bangla’ dreamt
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the greatest Bangalee of all time,
Bangladesh Navy, under the prudent leadership of Bangabandhu’s worthy
daughter Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has been turned into a modern
and three-dimensional Navy. Submarine and a significant number of warships,
helicopter maritime patrol aircraft and modern military equipments have been
added to the advancement of naval development. At the same time, the scope of
responsibility and importance of the Navy has increased manifold in the context
of the sovereignty of the vast maritime areas and the implementation of ‘Blue
Economy’ adopted by the government. To implement the ‘Forces Goal-2030”
and ‘Vision-2041°, Bangladesh Navy is working diligently with intense
attention to make Bangladesh as a nation of developed military power.

In any national crisis, the members of the Armed Forces risk their lives
and dedicate themselves to the welfare of the motherland. Keeping abreast with
this responsibility, the members of the Bangladesh Navy are playing an
important role in the developmental activities of the country and the nation. For
facing off the challenges of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic including any
national disaster, the members of the Navy in coastal and almost unreachable
areas distribute relief goods among the helpless and the distressed people.
Besides, the dedication and the heroic role of the Bangladesh Navy in the
Peacekeeping Missions has impressed the world and the world communities. I
hope, being inspired by patriotism and professionalism in the spirit of Armed
Forces Day, the naval personnel will enhance the image of the Navy in the
country and in the international arena.

I sincerely congratulate and felicitate all of the ‘Armed Forces Division’
who were involved in the publication of this ‘Special Supplement’ to proclaim
the significance of the ‘Armed Forces Day’ to the younger generations.
Cherishing the spirit of the glorious Liberation War, let the ‘oath of performing
own duty’ be our credence on 21 November to build Bangabandhu’s ‘Sonar
Bangla.” May Allah shower His divine blessing upon all. Ameen.

M SHAHEEN IQBAL

Admiral

Bangladesh Air Force

Twenty-first November is a historic day of Bangladesh. Responding
to the call of the greatest Bangalee of all time, Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the people from all walks of life
spontaneously participated in our great Liberation War. On this day in 1971,
the valiant freedom fighters of our Army, Navy and Air Force launched a
combined and well-planned offensive attack against the Pakistani occupation
forces. As a result, the occupation forces surrendered and Bangladesh
emerged as an independent sovereign country in the world. On this dignified
day, I solemnly remember the greatest architect of our independence, Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar Rahman with due respect. I also
pay my deepest tribute and pray for the salvation of the departed souls of the
martyrs of Liberation War and convey my heartfelt compassion to the
wounded war veterans and the family members of the martyrs.

Armed Forces Day bears never-ending inspiration for all the
members of Bangladesh Armed Forces. Armed Forces Day-2021 has added a
new dimension in this year as we are celebrating ‘Mujib Year’ and the golden
jubilee of our independence. Besides, Bangladesh has recently received final
recommendation of the United Nations graduating from a ‘Least Developed
Country’ to a ‘Developing Country’ which is, indeed, a glorious achievement
for us. This historic achievement of Bangladesh reflects dynamic leadership
of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the worthy daughter of Father of
the Nation. Today Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) becomes a highly skilled,
well-disciplined and professional force. Apart from safeguarding the airspace
of the country, BAF renders enormous contribution in nation building,
disaster management at home and abroad and establishing world peace under
UN peacekeeping mission brightening the image of Bangladesh to the whole
world. I firmly believe that BAF will continue to uphold such achievement of
the country and keep flying the Bangladeshi flag high in international arena.

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt to
build ‘Sonar Bangla’. Accordingly, Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has been implementing his dream with her wide-ranging plans, dynamic
leadership and unique foresightedness. An unprecedented development has
taken place in the living standard of the people of Bangladesh. The country is
moving forward implementing 8th Five Year Plan, Sustainable Development
Goals, Forces Goal 2030, Vision-2041 and Delta Plan 2100. I hope all the
members of BAF would make significant contribution in this progress of the
country inspired by the spirit of Armed Forces Day.

I am delighted to know that Armed Forces Division is going to
publish special supplement in the mass media highlighting the significance of
Armed Forces Day. I extend my gratitude and appreciation to all who have
worked for this publication. This initiative would certainly encourage our new
generation in the spirit of glorious Liberation War. On this glorious day, I
express my deepest felicitations to all members of Bangladesh Armed Forces
and their family members. May the Almighty Allah shower His blessings to

our country and the Armed Forces.
Shaikh Abéul Hannan

Air Chief Marshal



